
 

CALL FOR SPEAKERS  
(Industry presentations) 

 
Project Management South Africa (PMSA) cordially invites researchers, practitioners and 

enthusiasts to submit high-quality, presentation proposals (Abstract and Bio) in application to 
present on the topics at the 2017 PMSA Western Cape Regional Conference,  

should the proposal be accepted

 

WHERE 
Cape Town, South Africa 
Bridgeways, Ratanga Junction 
Century Boulevard, Century City 

WHEN 
Thursday 2nd & Friday 3rd November 

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Central African Time Zone 

 
It’s in the bridges we drive on. It’s in the banking apps and financial services we use. It’s in the technology 

that powers our business competitiveness. It’s part and parcel of our most memorable events and it’s 

both tangible and invisible at the same time.  It’s this growing and maturing profession we call Project 

Management.   

 

With the theme “Project Management Everywhere” PMSA Western Cape opens up a two-day, (2-3 Nov 

2017) learning and sharing opportunity to examine the current trends and knowledge application in and 

around project management, now and into the future across a wide range of industries.   

 

The conference has been scheduled to coincide with International Project Management Day on 2 
November.  IPM Day has been celebrated the world over since its inception by thought leader, Frank 
Saladis in 2003. It marks the contribution made by project managers and project management in our 
world and lives.

 
 

HOW TO REACH PMSA 
PO Box 4328, Rivonia, 2128, Gauteng 
Tel: (011) 257-8003 
Email: events@projectmanagement.org.za | Website: www.projectmanagement.org.za 

mailto:events@projectmanagement.org.za
http://www.projectmanagement.org.za/


CONFERENCE INFORMATION 
Project Management Everywhere 

 
Various trend reports set the scene for topical discussion and knowledge transfer throughout the event. 

These include the PMI Pulse of the Profession Report as well as the annual Arras People Survey.    

 

Amongst other trends, reference is made in these surveys to the increasing PM maturity, as well as the 

professionalism and marketability of qualified people.   Examples of other trends include a focus on 

benefits realisation overshadowing the triple constraints, as well as converging disciplines that 

complement and enhance PM competencies. While Agile practices, increased customer-centricity and 

competitiveness are highlighted as driving delivery through project management. 

PMSA’s National Conference on Harnessing the Power of Innovation in 2016 highlighted what companies 

are doing differently and better to weather the stormy economy and remain relevant as industries 

become more digitised, mechanised and socialised.  This conversation also needs to continue while 

project managers are being called upon to sharpen their business acumen and identify and lead change 

that achieves project success while optimising their resources and setting their organisations apart.  

 

With these emerging trends as a backdrop, project managers can’t afford to miss the critical conversation 

and knowledge sharing that has become synonymous with PMSA’s conferences and events.  

 

In an effort to reflect the diversity of the many industries in which the discipline of project management is 

applied, speakers are requested to come 

forward with presentations on  case 

studies, best practice, tools and 

techniques, new ideas/knowledge and 

lessons learned in a manner that reflects 

this diversity.   

 

INDUSTRY 

REPRESENTATION 
 

PMSA’s membership is representative of 

the vast number of industries in which 

Project Management is practiced.   

 

The conference hopes to bring together professionals to share their experience and insights into the 

application of project management across this wide range of industries. 

DATES TO DIARISE 

Deadline for submitting summaries:  Friday, 28 July 2017 

Communication of notice of acceptance begins:  Friday, 11 August 2017 

Deadline for submitting full presentation: Friday, 22 September 2017 

Evaluation of full presentation begins: Monday, 25 September 2017 

Feedback on evaluation: Tuesday, 10 October 2017 

Deadline for submitting revised presentation: Tuesday, 24 October 2017 



 

CONFERENCE TOPICS 
 

Suggested topics include but are not limited to: 

 

 Project Management Enablers; e.g. Project sponsors, Project support structures, PM 

professionalization, PM competency development, PM tools and techniques 

 Innovating with Project Management; e.g. Innovative projects, Innovative project tools 

 Project Management for Strategic Advantage; e.g. Benefits realisation, Cost effectiveness, Strategy 

implementation, Mergers & Acquisition 

 Modern Project Management Techniques; e.g. Agile & Lean, PM & Business Analysis, Front-end 

loading, Digitisation, Design Thinking. 

 Project Management Serving Development; e.g. PM as a life skill, PM development case studies 

 Knowledge Management; e.g. Lesson Learned, Formal Training, Digital Learning, PM future world 

skills, soft skills (Stakeholder management and communication skills), Discussion & debate 

 Project Management for Competitive Advantage; e.g. Differentiation, Cost competencies, The 

convergence of business & PM competencies 

 Project Management trends; e.g. PM maturity, Role of PMO, Accreditation.   

 Project Management Supporting Sustainability; e.g. Green Projects, Green Practices 

 

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 Step 1 – Proposal (Abstract, Summary and Bio) Submission 

 

Presenters must submit a summary of between 200 and 500 words in English. The abstract should 

contain at least the following information: 

 

 Background – what is the context of the presentation? 

 Content type (for example):  

 Fact / experience-based opinion 

 Case Study 

 Good Practice / Methodology 

 Industry trend  

 Theoretical perspective 

 Main points covered by presentation 

 Value to conference delegates 

 

Presenters are requested to include a short CV (Bio) stating your PM-related background and 

experience, along with your abstract.  The bio should be suitable for introducing the speaker, and 

provide a brief overview of their experience, including reference to their authority on the topic. 100 

words.  

Step 2 – Review Process 
 

Summaries and presentations will be reviewed by the Regional Conference Programme Committee 

for relevance to the conference theme and value to conference attendees.  There is no limit to the 

number of submissions made per person but no more than two will be accepted per person.   

 



Full presentations will be reviewed and feedback provided prior to final submission of presentation 

in time for inclusion on the conference programme.  

 

Evaluation will be made according to:   

 Relevance of topic and type of presentation, to the theme and programme 

 The extent to which the proposal appears to be innovative, current and offer practical 

value to conference participants. 

 Presentations to be based on best practice, specific application and experience.  

 Relevance of knowledge and experience of the presenter 

 Presentation skills of the presenter, ability to engage the audience. (Based on 

references) 

 Fit to the program timeslots and format.  

 

Upon acceptance, the speaker is expected to register as a delegate at a discounted rate of R1000 to 

attend the conference.  Speakers are encouraged to be involved throughout the conference to 

continue the dialogue outside of their presentation.  

 

Presenters are encouraged to use the official conference presentation slide template, wh ich will be 

provided. 

 

Proposals (Abstracts/ Summaries and Bio’s), any queries and full presentations must be sent to The 

Programme Committee: authors@pmsaconference.co.za as per the date schedule above. 

GUIDELINES 
 

The following guidelines have been prepared to help ensure consistency in presentations and high 

quality documentation for the conference: 

 

 The official conference language is English 

 Presentations must relate to project, programme or portfolio management, or 

supporting fields of interest to these disciplines  

 Presentations must be free of commercial sales content  

 Presentation slots will be 30 minutes long allowing 5 minutes for questions and 

answers 

 At least one presenter must register and pay to attend the conference 

 A maximum of two presenters per presentation 

 All accepted presentations must be presented at the conference 

 A discounted Conference Presenter Rate of only R1000 will be applicable 

 

ABOUT PMSA  
Share, collaborate, exchange and grow – that's why we're here and we hope you are too. 

 
 

Project Management South Africa is the SAQA registered professional body authorised to confer the 

cross-industry designations of Project Manager, Senior Project Manager and Professional Project Manager 

in South Africa. PMSA creates an enabling environment for professional development through a variety of 

activities and resources.  
 

Please explore the site www.projectmanagement.org.za for more information as well as access to 

mailto:authors@pmsaconference.co.za
http://www.projectmanagement.org.za/


 

publications, contacts to education and training providers and knowledge-sharing events such as the 

association's conferences which are notable events on the project management calendar, featuring 

invited local experts as keynote speakers as well as topic- and industry-specific presentations by 

academic researchers and industry thought leaders. 

 
CONFERENCE FAST FACTS 
 

 PMSA has been in existence for 20 years and has a membership of approximately 1 500. 

 PMSA is the SAQA registered professional body authorised to confer the cross-industry 

designations of Project Manager, Senior Project Manager and Professional Project Manager in 

South Africa. 

 PMSA conferences are intended as a knowledge-sharing and networking event for PMSA 

members and non-members.  

 Attendees are awarded PMSA continuous professional development points which are also 

contact hours that can be submitted to allied professional bodies (such as PMI) towards 

professional development. 

 The conference attracts about 100 project, programme and portfolio management practitioners 

from a wide spectrum of industries. 

 Its comprehensive two-day programme offers content and learning relevant to various career 

stages and practitioner perspectives. 

 PMSA maintains a high level of content integrity. Conference sessions are about knowledge 

sharing and marketing presentations are not permitted. 

 An exhibition area features the offerings of product and service providers and a special showcase 

are has been set aside for demos and presentations. 

 Conference proceedings are made available to all attendees and sponsors. 

 


